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The type of primary school varies from the primitive village General
or maktab to the modern institutions in which the ?
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pupils are educated in accordance with approved European primary methods. The Bombay local rates schools are in general ^hools. better built, equipped, and managed than the Bengal indigenous institutions* Many of the latter have not got much beyond their primitive condition, and a quarter of their pupils are little children who cannot read or write. Efforts are now being made to improve the character of the instruction imparted. The Bombay schools are also more expensive. The average cost of educating a child in a Bombay primary school is Rs, 6-6 4 a year, while in Bengal it is only Rs, 2-12-0 and in Burma Rs. 2 - 1 2-9, Boarding schools are very rare, save in the case of missionary schools and some institutions in the large towns, The day's work is in general about five or six hours, and the times of study are altered to suit the seasons. About one-tenth of the boys in the primary stage of education receive instruction in the primary classes of secondary schools, forming nearly two-thirds of the boys in such schools. The system vines in different Provinces, In Bombay the complete course of vernacular education is given in the primary schools, and a boy who is to receive an English education first goes through the lower classes of a primary school and is then transferred to an English school In Bengal, on the other hand, each clasn of school it generally complete in itself, and the nature of the instruction in the lower classes has hitherto depended on the character of the institution* The school ctreer of a child begins! as a rule, at about five years of age, and the primary course, which for the great majority includes all the education they receive, lasts for five years. It is divided into a lower and an tipper stage, but many schools and pupils do not go txiyond the lower course.
The course of instruction it) a primary school is simple* In Thecoune general the maximum which It attempts is to teach the child to read and write his own language ; to enable him to do easy turns and understand simple forms of native accounts and the village kind-record papers; and to give him a rudimentary knowledge of common objects, geography, agriculture, sanitation, and the history of India* Madras and Bombay may be taken to illustrate the nature of this instruction* In Mud ran the course extends from the alphabet and counting to the com* ptikory subjects of reading, recitation, grammar, writing, spelling, *md European and native arithmetic, The following additional are voluntary ; kindergarten occupations, elementary K e a